=

Liskeard Hillfort
Primary School

LISKEARD HILLFORT PRIMARY SCHOOL | 5" November 2021

Dear Families

| do hope that you are well and that you had a pleasant half-term week. It seems a little while ago now! I'd like to offer particular
congratulations this week to our new School Councillors — we’ve had the results for a little while now, but wanted to get past the
bug at the end of term which kept off so many of our winners. We wanted them to hear the good news in assembly, so
congratulations if you entered and won. And more congratulations if you entered and didn’t win. That happened to my middle
son recently, and sometimes it’s not easy. Well done for trying.

| wanted to write to you about several matters this week, including Reading, the Parent Survey and our school premises.

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at

Have a lovely weekend and be safe on Fireworks Night!

’ Upcoming Events \‘J/ Health & Wellbeing
8t — 12th : Math’s Week Parents and carers can support and acknowledge children’s
14" : Remembrance Sunday emerging values and morals and individual ways of doing
15t — 19 : Anti-Bullying Week things. Parents can teach children the significance of rules
19" : BBC Children In Need and regulations and support them to develop their

negotiations skills. Children enjoy sharing their options and
using their skills.

Please visit the online to see a list of
creative activities that you can use with your child to
support their emotional development at home. Play
releases lots of feel good chemicals that help us feel calm,
steady and connected. If possible, look to do these
activities for as much as 20 minutes or more each day.
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Reading at Hillfort!

As you know, here at Hillfort we LOVE reading — from stories to non-fiction, reading is
incredibly important to us. | was pleased to come back after half term to see our new
storytelling area in the Early Years area (although | suspect there will be other classes
sneaking in...). | personally can’t wait to read “The Gruffalo” out there to children!

| was just as pleased to see some great photographs come to my email account — of
children over half term reading in all sorts of places. | think my personal favourite was
reading whilst going down a vertical slide. I'm a bit too old for that sort of thing, but that
make me grin from ear to ear! Well done to Peter P, Jacob H, Evie-Rose H, Daisy W, Sofia B
—you are the winners of the Headteacher prize (a token for the book vending machine)!

As a helpful pointer too, for families where children are working
with our phonics programme (Read Write Inc.), they may find it
helpful to take a few moments to review the ‘Oxford Ow/’
website, which has a handy parental guide. Any help that
parents/carers can provide is truly welcomed!
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| have taken some time to review the responses. Firstly, I'm really grateful to those folk who gave up their time
to go online and offer their thoughts. Not for the first time in a survey, I’'m humbled at some of the comments
and outcomes. Every single parent/carer who responded, for example, would recommend this school to
another parent. Wow!

Approval Unsure or Disapproval
rating not rating
applicable
My child is happy at this school 98% 0% 2%
My child feels safe at this school 98% 2% 0%
The school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 85% 15% 0%
My child has been bullied and the school dealt with the bullying | 34% 66% (n/a) 0%
quickly and effectively
The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during 70% 21% 9%
the year
When I have raised concerns with the school they have been 59% 41% (no 0%
dealt with properly concerns)
My child has SEND, and the school gives them the support they | 34% 64% (no 2%
need to succeed concerns)
The school has high expectations for my child 76% 24% 0%
My child does well at this school 88% 12% 0%
The school lets me know how my child is doing 73% 13% 14%
There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this 83% 17% 0%
school
My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school 68% 23% 9%
The school supports my child’'s wider personal development 88% 12% 0%
My child is happy with the new 3:40 finishing time 54% 2% 44%
I would recommend this school to another parent 100%
TN ——
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As | say, there are many positives. | think as a school we will keep looking at how to ensure messages about
learning get home — although this survey was done just before Parents’ Evening. Therefore, | am hoping that
the teacher conversations were positive and might improve this rating a little. We also keep putting more and
more information onto our school website, so do please have a look at the curriculum pages.

In terms of the extended day, that’s really split opinion. Next week, I’'m meeting with various groups of
children to take their views directly. We’re listening carefully, and will keep parents abreast of any changes if
that becomes necessary! In the meantime, please do be rest assured that we are giving the children
appropriate breaks in school, especially in the afternoon and especially for the younger children.

, Site Matters

Just a quick one, but as well as the Storyteller chair, we were delighted to get planning permission for our new
Outdoor Classroom and for our Cycling Track. These are both significant pieces of work that will be installed
over the next few months — but that’s more experiences and facilities that your children will be able to enjoy
here at Hillfort.

, Online Lunches Book Shed

Unfortunately we are still not ready to launch our Hillfort are looking to create an outdoor book shed for
online ordering via Parentpay. The background our pupils. If you have a boat, or possibly something
systems are not ready for us to use therefore we have else that we could use to create our little nook, please
had to postpone this for another week. let us know.

We will make an announcement when everythingis  We are welcome to any other idea you may have, so
ready for us to finally get online! make sure to share your creative inspirations with us!
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School Councilors
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YEAR 1
Chloe T
Katie G
Luka G

Amelia W

YEAR 2
EmmaB
Theo M
\VEX®
Sidney O

YEAR 3
Ryan W
Lacey N
Lola s
Sienna G

YEAR 4

Soloman B
Beau D

YEAR S5

Ben )
Mason C
Emily C
Aimee B

YEAR 6
Jacob H
Elenor W
Bethany L
TiaC
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